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Everything between a blank prompt and an award-winning photograph —
light, lens and composition, the looks worth stealing, and the exact prompt
pehind every image.

Kerstin Petrick -+ contento.consulting

PARAMETERS -+ LIGHT - COMPOSITION - GENRES - MASTERS -+ PROMPTS

Sample images throughout generated with the 8.1 alpha model by Midjourney.




A GLIMPSE INSIDE

Everything between a
blank prompt and an
award-winning photograph.

The Al Photography Style Book is a complete field guide to making fine-art
images with Al — the craft of light, lens and composition, the looks worth
stealing, the masters worth studying, and the exact prompt behind every single

image.

I - The Parameters IX - The Scale of Seeing

IT - The Quality of Light X - Beyond the Visible Spectrum
IIT - Composition XI - Borrowed Eyes

IV - The Genres XII - The Commercial Frame

V. - The Signature Styles XIII - Engine Notes

VI - Photographers & Masters XIV - The Camera, in Numbers
VII - The Pose Toolkit XV - The Prompt Vault

VIII - Perspective & Distance

THE AI PHOTOGRAPHY STYLE BOOK - KERSTIN PETRICK
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ANATOMY OF A PHOTOGRAPH

Why does this photograph work?

Made in available light at a wide aperture.

The warm sign behind her and the cold
fluorescents pull against each other
across the room, and a slow-enough
shutter lets the colour bleed without
smearing her. Focus holds the figure; the
long counter falls gently soft. This is low-
light discipline — expose for the face and
let the shadows stay shadows

lonely and film hot on a

One red dress against a whole room of
teal and green — complementary colour,
so the eye has nowhere else to land. The
row of stools is a leading line sweeping
from the foreground straight to her; the
empty counter is negative space that
makes the solitude physical. She sits on
the right third, facing the open frame:
balance and tension at once

the count of an empty

-night din

It tells a story it refuses to explain. One
woman, late, alone in aroom that feels
closed for the night — the lineage of
Hopper's Nighthawks and every film
about acity at 2 a.m. Red reads as desire,
green as melancholy; the empty stools
are everyone who isn'tthere. We're given
only the feeling, and thatis why it stays

m neon

tools leading to her, deep cinematic colour,

WHY DOES THIS PHOTOGRAPH WORK?

artist's eye.

Every image read three ways — the photographer’s, designer's and




THE AI PHOTOGRAPHY STYLE BOOK

- THE PARAMETERS

One scene, four films

The same still life, the same light — only the film look changes. Subtle stock names barely move the needle

so reach for the extremes: monochrome, hyper-saturation, a cross-processed colour shift, and faded

expired film.

Velvia + hyper-saturated

Expired - faded vintage

» THE SHARED BASE a fine-art still life on a weathered wooden table, a halved red pomegranate, a cluster
of green grapes, a brass cup and a single wilting white rose, soft directional window light from the left
falling into deep shadow, medium-format detail,

s" shifts the

TEST ANY PARAMETER

One scene, four films — the same prompe, a different soul.




THE AI PHOTOGRAPHY STYLE BOOK

III - COMPOSITION

How to compose a frame

Composition is where the eye is told where to go. Four decisions do most of the work: where to place the
subject, how to lead the eye, how to balance the weight, and how to build depth.

e oo -
ne bIld
Where the sub
rule of thirds ature golden ratio

fill the frame intensity rule of odds g

Lines & flow

Lines are the rails thi
leading lines p

converging lines nt high horizon em

ht — distribute it for calm, or withhold it for drama
symmetry « t asymmetry c on negative space
visval weight colour accent on Y frame within a frame f
Depth & layers
Aflatima omes a world when it reads front to back
foreground anchor n layering n

atmospheric haze oftens selective focus D a figure for scale

THE CRAFT, DECODED

Every rule opened into a menu you can drop straight into a prompt.
ry y g
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Emotion, light and timing — conjured from a line of 4=
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XV - THE PROMPT VAULT

VAULT -

Portrait

Faces, made on purpose. Each recipe sets the light, the lens and the mood — name your subject and shoot.

Rembrandt studio 0 NATURAL )

person], classic uvdio portra person] t a large north-facing
sof -left g window, sof L dayligh

wrapping one
d the t the 2 falling gent

ingl
triangle of light on t adowed c

falloff into r black, calm and
1k unforc — shot on

--style raw

into shadow, a quiet -, intim

on medium-fe
ar 4:5 --style raw

High-key beauty nematic low-key INEMATI
[a person] emerging from d
hard rim light cing

n high-key light, luminous ]
teal-and-amber colour grade, atmo

minimal styling, a
t on a Ph One,
--ar 4:5 --style raw

nretouched character

an unretouched close-up of [a per
by ry lin d e d d with merci

he background large-format clar t directional daylight,

on a < and wh — shot on

--style raw

Backlit & dream (‘waturaL ) ( EDITORIAL )

person] bac ir haloed in

golden rim light, backdrop, hard dir

Llow dr glo d v d colour, raw fashis

Canon, 1 at /1.8 --ar 4:5 --style on a 35mm camera,

ar 4:5 --style raw

ULPTURAL ) Candid laughter

ingle hard [a person]

person] in c
& momel

ing t
on a Canon, 85mm

—-style raw

240+ images, each with its prompt — plus a vault to copy.




MASTER AI PHOTOGRAPHY

The Complete
zo1-page edition.

240+ images, each with its exact prompt.
Twenty signature styles. Twenty-six masters.

Six genres in depth, and a vault of prompts to make your own.

Kerstin Petrick -+ contento.consulting

A PHOTOGRAPHER’S FIELD GUIDE TO AI - DIGITAL EDITION



